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The WAC, along with NW Cherries, NW Pears and Washington 
Potatoes, received another specialty crop grant from the WSDA 
(Washington State Department of Agriculture) for 2010.  The 
grant provides funding for retail training in care, handling and  
merchandising of these products in 6 emerging markets: Russia, 
the Middle East, India, Mexico, China and Thailand.  We recently 
completed the training and apple display contest in China as part 
of our 2009 grant (see photos).  At the Park n Shop in China we 
were able to increase Washington apple display space from 2.5 
meters before the promotion to 6 square meters during the      
promotion (140% increase at the 30 participating stores).  Total 
sales volume was 8,812 cartons, up from 2,516 for the 4-week 
period prior to the promotion, greatly surpassing our 50% goal!  
More seminars and display contests are planned in these 6    
markets for the 2010 crop and we are expecting to see similar 
results in all markets! 

The 2 photos at the top are examples of apple displays at Park n 
Shops in China.  The photo above are retailers from the Park n Shop 
who participated in the training seminars focusing on care,        
handling and merchandising of Washington apples.     


